
Minutes 2020.10.12.CityCouncilMtg 

DOWAGIAC CITY COUNCIL MEETING  

Monday, October 12, 2020 

A regular meeting of the Dowagiac City Council was called to order by Mayor Lyons at 7:00 

p.m. 

ROLL CALL – 6 Members present 

APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING – September 28, 2020 

Mayor Pro-Tem Leon Laylin offered and moved the adoption of the minutes; seconded by 

Councilmember James Dodd. 

QUESTIONS FROM CITY COUNCIL – NONE 

COMMENTS FROM THE AUDIENCE (NON-AGENDA) – NONE 

 

COMMENTS FROM THE AUDIENCE (AGENDA) – NONE 

COMMUNICATIONS— 

1. Event Request—Optimists’ Children’s Halloween Parade 

Mayor Pro-Tem Leon Laylin offered and moved the adoption of the Event; seconded by 

Councilmember Danielle Lucas. 

 

 

RESOLUTIONS— 

 

Councilmember Patrick Bakeman offered and moved the adoption of the following resolution; 

seconded by Mayor Pro-Tem Leon Laylin. 

WHEREAS, there is currently a public alley running east and west between W. Railroad street 

and Oak Street, and; 

 

WHEREAS, a request has been received by the City of Dowagiac from each of the adjacent 

property owners to vacate the above-described public alley,  
 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the City Council will hold a public hearing on November 9, 

2020 to consider vacation of the above-described public alley. 
 

ADOPTED 

 



2. Councilmember Bob Schuur offered and moved the adoption of the following resolution; 

seconded by Councilmember James Dodd. 

WHEREAS, the City’s professional staff who carry on the business of planning and providing 

for the present and future needs of the citizens of the City of Dowagiac; and 

WHEREAS, it is in the best interest of the City of Dowagiac for have vacant land in the hands of 

private ownership; and 

WHEREAS, the city owns a residential lot at 607 Chestnut and; 

WHEREAS, the adjoining property owners, Robert Mottweiler and Morgan West, have 

expressed interested expanding their property to include the vacant land at 607 Chestnut,   

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City of Dowagiac, by the affirmative vote of 

its City Council, the City Manager is hereby authorized to prepare execute all documents 

necessary for the sale of said property to Robert Mottweiler and Morgan West for $1.00 

and all closing costs. 

 

ADOPTED 

 

 

3. Mayor Pro-Tem Leon Laylin offered and moved the adoption of the following resolution; 

seconded by Councilmember James Dodd. 

WHEREAS, through the process of collective bargaining, the City Administration and 

members of the Police Officers Labor Council, representing unionized Police 

employees, have agreed to terms for the adoption and implementation of a new 

one-year employment agreement covering the period of October 1, 2020 through 

September 30, 2021, and;  

WHEREAS, the complete terms and conditions of the employment agreement as developed 

were formally ratified by vote of the full membership of the bargaining unit on 

September 25, 2020 and;  

WHEREAS, the City Administration, having negotiated the terms and conditions of the 

employment agreement as set forth in the complete copy attached, does now 

recommend the formal adoption and approval by the City Council.  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City of Dowagiac, by affirmative vote of 

its City Council, does hereby adopt and approve the following one-year 

employment agreement: 

 Police Officers Labor Council employees, for the period October 1, 2020 

through September 30, 2021, as attached hereto and by reference made a 

part hereof, including all the terms and conditions as provided therein.  



BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor and City Manager of the City of Dowagiac 

be authorized and directed to act as signators for the execution of same.  

ADOPTED 

Patricia Patano, City Clerk 

Certified to be a true and correct copy 

 

 

_____________________________    ________________________ 

City Clerk, Dowagiac, MI        Date     

 

 

4. Councilmember Bob Schuur offered and moved the adoption of the following resolution; 

seconded by Councilmember Randy Gross. 

 

WHEREAS, Chapter 82, Section 82.24 (c) of the Dowagiac City Code, "UTILITIES”, provides 

that the City of Dowagiac is authorized to place as a lien on the premises to which 

electric, water and/or sewer service is provided for delinquent utilities for six (6) 

months or more; and,  

WHEREAS, delinquent utilities with such lien are charged on the next property tax bill for the 

premises; and,  

WHEREAS, the Dowagiac City Council upon review of the various single premises described in 

Appendix A attached hereto and incorporated herein by reference, determined by 

virtue of non-compliance with the provisions of Chapter 82, Section 82-24 (c) of the 

Dowagiac City Code. 

WHEREAS, the City Manager has directed the City Assessor to prepare a special assessment roll 

covering all such charges which have not been paid; and 

WHEREAS, said roll has been filed with the City Clerk and is now being presented to the Council 

for confirmation and levy; and  

WHEREAS, said special assessment roll is attached hereto and made a part of this resolution. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City of Dowagiac, by the affirmative vote 

of its City Council, does hereby confirm the attached special assessment roll for the 

parcels more fully described in Appendix A attached hereto and incorporated herein 



by reference and directs the City Administration to levy said assessments against the 

individual properties therein set forth. 

 

ADOPTED 

 

 

5. Councilmember James Dodd offered and moved the adoption of the following resolution; 

seconded by Councilmember Bob Schuur. 

 

WHEREAS, Chapter 66, Section 66.19 of the Dowagiac City Code, "Single Lot Assessments-

Generally,” provides that the City of Dowagiac is authorized to levy a special 

assessment against single premises for expenses which are chargeable against such 

premises under the provisions of the Dowagiac City Code; and 

WHEREAS, the Dowagiac City Council, upon due consideration and deliberation, determined for 

the preservation of the public peace, health and safety of the city that certain 

deteriorating property condition(s) existed on private properties described in 

Appendix A, attached hereto and incorporated herein by reference, and that the 

abatement by the City of such deteriorating property condition(s) was necessary by 

virtue of non-compliance with the provisions of Chapter 18 of the Dowagiac City 

Code; and  

WHEREAS, this expense is chargeable against such premises and the owner thereof under the 

provisions of the Charter, the Code and the law of the State of Michigan and is not 

of the class required to be prorated among several lots and parcels of land in a special 

assessment district; and 

WHEREAS, an account of labor, material, and services for which such expenses incurred has 

been billed to the property owner by the City Building Official, as provided in 

Chapter 66 of the Dowagiac City Code; and  

WHEREAS, this bill had not been paid; and 

WHEREAS, the City Manager has directed the City Assessor to prepare a special assessment roll 

covering all such charges which have not been paid; and 

WHEREAS, said roll has been filed with the City Clerk and is now being presented to the Council 

for confirmation and levy; and  

WHEREAS, said special assessment roll is attached hereto and made a part of this resolution. 

 



NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Dowagiac City Council hereby confirms the 

attached special assessment roll for the parcels more fully described in Appendix A 

attached hereto and incorporated herein by reference and directs the City 

Administration to levy said assessments against the individual properties therein set 

forth. 

 

ADOPTED 

 

6. Councilmember James Dodd offered and moved the adoption of the following resolution; 

seconded by Mayor Pro-Tem Leon Laylin. 

 

WHEREAS, the City’s professional staff who carry on the business of planning and providing 

for the present and future needs of the citizens of the City of Dowagiac; and 

WHEREAS, State law (MCL 211.10g(4) regarding Assessing Services now  requires 

communities to work with the county to establish a Designated Assessor for purposes 

specified in said law, 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City of Dowagiac, by the affirmative vote of 

its City Council, does hereby authorize the City Manager to execute an Interlocal 

Agreement for County Designated Assessor. 

 

 

ADOPTED 

 

7. Councilmember Bob Schuur offered and moved the adoption of the following Resolution, 

which was seconded by Mayor Pro-Tem Leon Laylin. 

 

WHEREAS, the City of Dowagiac is required to by State law to have an Assessor of Record for 

the provision of assessing services; and, 

 

WHEREAS, the three year agreement with Northrup Assessing Services is set to expire; and, 

 

WHEREAS, because Northrup Assessing Services has provided quality and timely services the 

City Manager is recommending entering into another three year agreement with 

Northrup Assessing Services; and, 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City of Dowagiac, by affirmative vote of its 

City Council, hereby approves an agreement with Northrup Assessing, Inc. to 



provide assessing services for the City of Dowagiac through 2023 and year to year 

thereafter; and, 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City Council directs the City Manager to be authorized 

as the signatory for execution of the same. 

 

ADOPTED 

 

8. Councilmember Randy Gross offered and moved the adoption of the following 

resolution; seconded by Councilmember Bob Schuur. 

 

WHEREAS, the City’s professional staff who carry on the business of planning and providing 

for the present and future needs of the citizens of the City of Dowagiac; and 

WHEREAS, the MEC has provides an engineering review of the city’s electric system and have 

recommended a number of utility poles in need of replacement; and 

WHEREAS, the bids have been solicited for the replacement of poles identified in the 

engineering report and Flory Line Construction has the lowest and best proposal for pole 

replacement, 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City of Dowagiac, by the affirmative vote of 

its City Council, does hereby authorize the City Manager to enter into agreement with Flory 

Line Construction in the amount of $41,219.00 for the removal and replacement of utility 

poles. 

 

 

ADOPTED 

 

 

9. Councilmember Patrick Bakeman offered and moved the adoption of the following 

resolution; seconded by Councilmember Danielle Lucas. 

 

WHEREAS, under statutory authority municipal corporations are permitted to contract 

for the joint provision of services, and; 

WHEREAS,  the City of Dowagiac entered into a Transit Operating Agreement between 

the Cass County Transportation Authority and the City for provision of 

day-to-day transit operations, and; 



 

WHEREAS, to fulfill the terms of the agreement a lease for the city owned buses is 

necessary, and; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City of Dowagiac, by the affirmative 

vote of its City Council, does hereby approve the Bus Lease Agreement 

between the Cass County Transportation Authority and the City of 

Dowagiac, and; 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Transportation Coordinator for the City of 

Dowagiac is hereby authorized and directed to act as signatory for the 

execution of same. 

 ADOPTED 

 

 

Certified to be a true and correct copy 

 

 

_____________________________     ________________________ 

Patty Patano, City Clerk, Dowagiac, MI      Date 

 

10. Councilmember Bob Schuur offered and moved the adoption of the following resolution; 

seconded by Councilmember James Dodd. 

 

WHEREAS, the following information has been reviewed by the City Manager and City 

Treasurer and is being presented to City Council with a recommendation to approve the 

following invoices and Payroll #01  09/21/20-10/04/20 

 

 

 

      

 

 

BE IT RESOLVED that the City Manager and City Treasurer are hereby authorized and 

directed to pay the following bills and payroll due: 

Payroll 

#01 $124,227.65  

Bill 

Sheet  $1,201,458.26 

 $1,325,685.91 



BILLS  PAYROLL  TOTAL 

$1,201,458.26  $124,227.65   $1,325,685.91 

 

ADOPTED ON A ROLL CALL VOTE 

AYES: 6 

NAYS: 0 

ABSENT: 0 

______________________________ 

Patricia A. Patano, City Clerk 

 

COMMENTS FROM CITY OFFICIALS— 

James Dodd:  The new home going up on Parsonage is receiving a lot of attention; traffic on my 

street is increasing with cars stopping to view. 

Bob Schuur:  The fence around Alumni Field is looking great as is the sign. 

Leon Laylin:  Beckwith Park changes are a huge improvement; question regarding the crater in 

the ICG parking lot:  Kevin Anderson said it is being repaired. 

ADJOURNMENT:  7:18 pm 

Councilmember James Dodd offered and moved to adjourn; seconded by Councilmember Bob 

Schuur. 

 

 

 

________________________ 

Mayor, Don Lyons 

 

 

 

________________________ 

City Clerk, Patty Patano 

 

 

 

 



  

 

 


